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Featured Carbine 

Underwood Presentation E 255 

Presented to William Hanson Ingle 

by Ted Sidehamer 

 

E 255 was purchased in the North-Eastern part of the US. After 

the purchase, additional information was requested from the 

seller. A series of conversations yielded the following results: 

the consignors were an elderly couple and a family member’s 

contact information was obtained. Initial attempts to contact the 

family member were unsuccessful. With the club’s help, 

research found that the family was closely related to William 

Hanson Ingle, a Divisional Superintendent at Underwood. 

 

The club’s theory fit, but without family confirmation, it was 

just a theory. With a little persistence, contact was made with 

William Hanson Ingle’s grandson, William F. Brooks. It was 

then time to put the club’s theory to the test. 

 

The provenance of E 255 is a combination of club research and 

conversations with Mr. Brooks. While the date of the 

presentation is unknown, Mr. Ingle started at Underwood in 

1905 and retired after 39 years of service. Mr. Brooks stated, 

"The story that my mother and aunt told was that their father 

(my grandfather) was in charge of converting the Hartford plant 

from typewriters to munitions, and the carbine was presented as 

a gesture of thanks." 

 

After Mr. Ingle passed away in 1951, E 255 remained with his 

wife Eleanor. In the mid-1950s, it was passed to parents of 



William F. Brooks, Howard D. and Marjorie Ingle Brooks. 

Howard served in the European theater during WW2 achieving 

the rank of Colonel. Mr. Brooks speculated the World War 2 

connection might be the reason why E 255 ended up in the 

possession of his parents. In 1997, the carbine was passed to Mr. 

Brooks' aunt and uncle, Jim and Emmy Smith. E 255 was sold at 

a location 5 miles from the Smith residence. It is believed they 

are the elderly couple who brought E 255 into the auction house. 
 

William Hanson Ingle 
December 12th, 1876 - December 22nd, 1951 

 

 
Photo: Courtesy of grandson, William F. Brooks 

 



William Hanson Ingle was born in New Hartford, Connecticut 

on Christmas day, 1877 to John and Mary Ingle Gates. In 1902, 

William married Eleanor A. Greenleaf. The couple had two 

daughters, Marjorie Ingle Brooks (mother of William F. Brooks) 

and Eleanor Ingle Bagley (mother of Midge Marshall and Emmy 

Smith). In 1932, a house was purchased in West Hartford. 

 

 

William H. Ingle 

family home 

newspaper 

clipping: 

Source: Hartford 

Courant 

(03/20/1932) 

 

William H. Ingle 

family home 
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clipping: 

Source: Hartford 
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Former home of William H. Ingle, recent image: Photo: Google Street View 

 

 
L to R: Sisters Marjorie Ingle Brooks (Mr. Brooks’ mother), Eleanor Ingle Bagley (Mr. 

Brooks’ aunt) and their parents Eleanor and William Hanson Ingle (Mr. Brooks’ grandmother 

and grandfather) upon arrival at the Pratt Institute in New York where the sisters studied art 

Photo: Courtesy of grandson, William F. Brooks 

 

William started his career with Underwood Elliot Fisher as a 

toolmaker in 1905. At age 40, he was listed as a mechanical 

engineer eventually becoming a Divisional Superintendent at the 

Hartford facility before retiring. 
  



1905 Hartford CT City Directory Ingle, William H., toolm., 581 Cap. 

1906 Hartford CT City Directory Ingle, William H., toolm., 581 Cap. 

1910 Hartford CT City Directory Ingle, William H., forem., 581 Cap. 

1914 Hartford CT City Directory Ingle, W. H., forem., 581 Cap. 

1933 Hartford CT City Directory Ingle, William H (Eleanor G.), Mech 

eng, UEFCo 1941 Hartford CT City Directory Ingle, William H (Eleanor G.), UEFCo 

1942 Hartford CT City Directory Ingle, William H (Eleanor G.), UEFCo 

 

His work address in the 1905 Hartford Connecticut city 

directory (shown above from ancestry.com) is listed as 581 

Capitol Avenue. This is the address of Underwood’s main 

factory in West Hartford, Connecticut. Interestingly, a World 

War 1 draft registration card lists William Ingle as a mechanical 

engineer and his work address as 821 Capitol Avenue in West 

Hartford, Connecticut. 
 

 
William H. Ingle World War 1 draft registration card from ancestry.com 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/


821 Capitol Avenue 
 

Built in 1915, this address is now an apartment building. It 

appears this building was used by Underwood Typewriter Co., 

though its purpose is unknown. It is located in close proximity to 

Underwood's Research facility as well as just down the street 

from the main factory. It wasn't until 1927 that the parent 

company Elliott-Fisher, reorganized Underwood Typewriter Co. 

and Sundstrand Corporation into Underwood Elliott Fisher. 
 

 
Source: Hartford Preservation Alliance 

Photo: HPA Parkside Historic District 

 

When WW2 broke out, the company converted from typewriter 

manufacturer to maker of items in support of the war effort. 

During the war, Underwood Elliott Fisher produced M1 

Carbines, airplane instruments like rate of climb indicators, gun 

parts, ammunition components, and other miscellaneous war 

https://www.hartfordpreservation.org/
https://www.hartfordpreservation.org/wp-content/uploads/Parkville_Industrial_NRD_Master-1st-draft-Nov-15-2013.pdf#page=147


items. A sampling of Mr. Ingle’s activities at Underwood is 

shown below. Some of the names listed played an important role 

in the history of Hartford and the state of Connecticut. As 

Divisional Superintendent, Mr. Ingle chaired the factory safety 

committee. He also presented other employees with retirement 

gifts. 
 

Underwood Safety Discussion 
 

A discussion of safety in factories was conducted at the monthly 

meeting of the University Club of the Underwood Elliott Fisher 

Company held in the Heublein Hotel Monday night. It was led by 

William H. Ingle, Divisional Superintendent of the factory and 

chairman of the factory safety committee. Assisting him was William 

H. Fischer, Assistant Superintendent and a member of the safety 

committee. 

Source: 
Hartford 

Courant 

(01/26/1937) 

Haun, Leaving Underwood, is Given Watch and Bag 
 

A gold watch was given to John Paul Haun, or 94 Vera Street, West 

Hartford, Saturday, by co-workers at the Underwood Elliott Fisher 

Company, where he resigned as foreman Friday. William H. Ingle, 

Department Superintendent, made the presentation in behalf of the 

superintendents, foreman and executive force of the company. 

Employees in Mr. Haun’s department expressed their esteem by giving 

him a traveling bag. Briefly he expressed his appreciation, thanking his 

benefactors for their loyalty to him as foreman and voicing the hope 

they would be as loyal to his successor. 

Source: 
Hartford 

Courant 

(01/05/1930) 

W. H. Ingle Dies Retired Underwood Official 

 

William Hanson Ingle, 74, of 5 Plymouth Road, West Hartford, 

Divisional Superintendent of the Underwood Corporation until he 

retired in 1943, died Saturday morning at his home after a long illness. 

He was born in New Hartford, December 25th, 1876, a son of the late 

John and Mary Gates Ingle, and had been a resident of Hartford and 

West Hartford since 1904. 

He started working for the Underwood Corporation as a toolmaker in 

1905. He worked there for 39 years. 

He was a member of the Rosewell Lee Lodge, AF and AM, of 

Springfield, Massachusetts and was a member of the board of Hillyer 

College during its early years. 

He leaves his wife, Eleanor Greenleaf Ingle, two daughters, Mrs. 

Clifton V. Bagley of Scarsdale, N. Y., and Mrs. Howard D. Brooks of 

Penns Grove, N. J., a brother, Henry W. Ingle of Windsor, and three 

grandchildren. 

The funeral will be held Monday at 1 p.m. at the Immanuel 

Congregational Church Chapel. Burial will be in Fairview Cemetery, 

West Hartford. Friends may call at the Newkirk and Whitney Funeral 

Home, 776 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, until 11 a.m. Monday. 

Source: 
Hartford 

Courant 

(12/23/1951) 



CCNL 375 introduced a rare type of carbine reported by club 

members sporadically over its 40+ year history. The club calls 

these E Code carbines. 
 

 

 

There are two known Underwood presentation variations: One 

variation and the subject of this article have a 3-digit number 

prefixed by the letter E stamped on the receiver. The other 

variation usually reserved for the Chairman and Board of 

Directors are inscribed with the recipient’s initials instead of a 

serial number. 
 

Underwood E Series Carbine Characteristics 
 

The characteristics are hard to pin down since the factory used 

whatever parts they had on hand to assemble. Some E Series 

carbines show the following characteristics. Stocks lack an 

acceptance stamp since they were not accepted by the 

government. The barrel may be devoid of markings. Parts are 

generally late Underwood, but sometimes include transferred 

parts from other manufacturers. 
 



The Carbine Collectors Club remembers 
 

Underwood M1 Carbine E 255 

 

Stock Group 

 

 

 

The sling is unmarked and the oiler, made in Meriden, 

Connecticut by International Silver Co., is marked IU. The 

recoil plate is marked AU and the screw is partially threaded. 
 

 

 



The sling well is marked with a sideways M-U and like the stock 

was made by Marlin Firearms Co. of New Haven 

Connecticut. 
 

 

 

The handguard is shallow, has two rivets and is marked MU. 

The butt plate is the diagonal type. 
 

 

 



Receiver Group 

 

 

 

The receiver has two notches and the forward receiver trigger 

housing lug is marked with a 3. The font of the 3 is the same as 

found on the trigger housing. The feed ramp is in the white. 
 

 

 

The flip sight is marked S on one side and ·U· on the leaf. The 

pin is held in place with type 2 staking. The front and right rear 

of the flip is chisel staked in place. Note the front right dovetail 

has also been bashed with some type of blunt instrument. 
 

 



 

Bolt 

The flat bolt is marked ·U· below the left lug. The type 1 firing 

pin is marked WU and the type 3 extractor is marked MU. 
 

 



 

Slide 

 

The slide type is E279A marked with a circled ·U· on the inside 

bottom of the box. The arm is marked with an ordnance bomb 

and the color is best described as a medium grey. The slide stop 

is early and it is blued. 
 

 

 

  



Trigger Housing 

 

The trigger housing is a type 4 brazed and has two marking. On 

the right rear side, is the number 3 stamped sideways. The ·U· 

marking is found on the inside wall of the magazine well. The 

type 3 hammer is marked WU and single strike marks can be 

seen on the left rail. The hammer plunger spring has 26 1/2 

coils. The type 3 safety is unmarked and the ·U· marking is 

found on the magazine catch, trigger and sear. 
 

 

 

  



Barrel Group 

 

The barrel group is completely devoid of markings except for 

the front sight. Unmarked barrels have been observed on some 

Underwood presentation carbines. The barrel does, however, 

have the typical machining marks observed on Underwood 

barrels. The stamped/brazed front sight is marked SI U and the 

pin staking is type 1 on the club's datasheets. IBM used a 

stamped/brazed front sight marked SI B made by Simpro Mfg. 

Co. of Newark, NJ. Could this be the supplier of SI U front 

sights to Underwood? More research is needed. The blued barrel 

band is unmarked, has two spot welds and shows signs of wear 

or climate oxidation. 
 

 
 



Easter Egg 

 

This carbine has been reported as observed. Contained in this 

article is an unusual factory oddity which might be tough to 

spot, except for those who know and reviewed it. 5 bonus points 

for the first member able to spot it. Hopefully, once discovered, 

it will lead to insightful discussion. 
 

Thanks 

 

As the current owner of Underwood E 255 and writer of this 

article, I would like to thank William F. Brooks for allowing me 

to preserve the memory of his grandfather and share a rare 

example of an Underwood presentation carbine with our 

members. Mr. Brooks expressed interest in additional 

information about the Underwood factory and his grandfather. If 

another member has information, please contact the club. 

 

Also, a special thanks to the members of the Carbine Collectors 

Club for their assistance with this article and connecting me to 

the family. 
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