
March 2017-F 
Items of Interest from RMC 

Seems Marty Black has been on the road and found some items of interest. First 
we have Rock-ola Jukebox found in a McDonalds in Paso Robles, CA.  

 



  

 
  



Here is another really neat item, a prewar Jukebox, note the prewar patents on the 
back.  This is from one of the 12 camps that General Patton established in the 
California/Arizona/Utah desert, from April 42 - April 44.  There is a museum 

dedicated to the Desert Training Center just east of Palm Springs, CA on I-10.  
Thanks to Marty Black for providing the pictures. 

 



 



 



 



 

  



The Rock-Ola Scale Company was founded in 1927 by David Cullen Rockola to 
manufacture coin-operated entertainment machines. During the 1920s, Rockola 
was linked with Chicago organized crime and escaped a jail sentence by turning 

State's Evidence. Mr. Rockola added the hyphen because people often 
mispronounced his name. The name was changed to Rock-Ola Manufacturing 
Corporation in 1932. The company successfully expanded its production line 

through the Great Depression to include furniture. Starting in 1935, Rock-Ola sold 
more than 400,000 jukeboxes under the Rock-Ola brand name, which predated the 

rock and roll era by two decades, and is thought to have inspired the term. 
  

Canfield, Bruce N. (2008). "Making A Different Kind Of Music: The Rock-Ola 
M1 Carbine". 

 
Note from Louis Dey: 5 points to the first person that posts the model and year of 

the first Jukebox pictured at top of article with a link to where to confirm this 
information.  As mentioned above Rock-Ola made coin operated machines. Some 

of the first items made by Rock-Ola were penny scales 
"Lowboy scale" seen here was popular in drug stores, soda shoppes and even seen 

on boardwalks. 
  





 
  

Here is some type of coin operated card game which was probably popular in 
restaurants or bars 

  



 
  

Rock-Ola was known for its fine woodworking as seen here. Rock-Ola was 
approached to make carbine stocks for this very reason. 

  
A 1937 World series game 

  





 
  

A period Bar Cabinet, all the rage of the time! 
  



 
  

And a wooden Jukebox 
  

  



This demonstrates just how easy researching is. So let’s try this for fun, test your 
Google Foo and post what Rock-Ola Items you find below. Points will be awarded 

for interesting items and bonus for a nice description of the item. 
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